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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-21 are allowed. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in an interview with 
David O'Neill on March 13, 2007. : ~ L:D 

3. Claims 1 , 13, 18, 20, 29, 30, and 31 have been amended as follows: 



(Currently amended) 



A performance prediction system, 



comprising: 



!...•••: S-AiV. Ck:l :':•<£;•• !' 



at least one memory to store a plurality of computer program components, the 

i 

computer program components further comprising:^ ' !X 1 ! 1 



a query component for receiving performance queries submitted by 
users for data" relevant to the probability that transactions 



with entities of interest will be successful;' 



a data gathering component for deriving query-relevant data from 



the submitted performance queries, where at least part of 



Application/Control Number: 10/635,728 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2167 

the query-relevant data is derived from information reflected 
in the performance queries^;]] and for storing the query- 
relevant data; 

a query fulfillment component for providing data relevant to the 
probability that transactions with entities of interest will be 
successful to the users submitting performance queries, the 
data provided by the query fulfillment component to users 
through a communications interface; and 
a meta-query component for receiving meta-queries from users, 

wherein the meta-queries seek enhanced performance prediction 
information^;]] for querying the stored query-relevant data to 
gather the enhanced performance^ prediction information, 
and for providing the enhanced performance prediction 
; information thrbugh 1 a "communications intefe to users 
submitting the meta-queries; and 1 , 1 il 
at least one data processor to execute the computer program cbmpionents. 

13. (Currently amended) A performance ^pfedic^ion service accessible by a 
user over a data communications network, said service comprising: 

a computer readable storage device? the' computer VeadabTe 11 storage device 

storing a computer readable program, wherein when the computer 

MT|t;-- - rrr r.«nhanr?'1. performance r-vi.'ir'.io:": ' " 
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readable program is executed by a data processor operations are 
performed, the operations comprising: 
using knowledge acquired in responding to previously submitted performance queries 
which sought data relevant to the probability that a transaction with an entity of interest 
. would be successful when making predictions concerning the future performance of the 
entity of interes t, whoroin tho subm i tted quor i oo woro subm i ttod by ucors who woro 
considering transacting businoss with tho ont i ty of i ntorost ; 
saving the predictions; and 

providing the predictions to users submitting later meta- aueries. the 

predictions provided through a communications interface; 

" and '-*••'• •'!'>?'/• by a u-'tci processor ' of; ••• • ' :« 

a data processor to execute the computer program. 

in ret" . •rK.i , r:'j ; :u previously submitted "per formanc e 

18. (Currently amended) A performance prediction system, comprising: 
at least one memory to s tor e sjojjnga plurality of "computer program 
components, the computer program components further comprising: 
a query component for receiving perfdrmance queries from users, where 
the performance queries seek performance prediction data 
concerning entities of interest; 'for" collecting" the performance 
prediction data and for providing the performance prediction data to 
users through a communications interface; 



stbrini; a plurality of coriipu! 
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a source of performance prediction data, the source coupled to the query 
component; ! 
a data gathering component for deriving query-relevant data from submitted 
performance queries and for storing the query-relevant data in a 

submitted query database, where at least part of the query-relevant data is 
derived from information contained in the submitted performance 
queries; 

a meta-query component coupled to the submitted query database for 
receiving meta-queries from users seeking enhanced performance 
prediction data; for accessing the query-relevant data to produce 
enhanced performance prediction information derived from query- 
relevant information, and for providing the enhanced performance 
prediction data to users through a communications interface; and 
at least one data processor to execute' thW components f'of the computer 1 program. 

20. (Currently amended) 1 A computePprbgrariri product s c6mprising a computer 
readable storage device storing a computer readable program, the computer readable 
program configured to provide' performance prediction infotmiatioiV wheh^xecuted 'by a 
data processor, wherein operations are performed when the computer readable 
program is executed by 'the data i processor, ^^opeii^bhs^mplfsirig: Qauj L 
receiving performance queries from users regarding at least one entity of interest, 
wherein the performance queries seek data 1 relevant to the probability that a ' 

:: w. i„ -tiie tRe -Co.nponents of the cornpui;.: , •!• v'. .-• 
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future transaction with the entity of interest will be successful , whoro i n th e usoro 
aro cons i doring transact i ng businops with th e ent i ty of int e r e st ; 

using knowledge acquired when responding to previously submitted performance 
queries which sought data relevant to the probability that a transaction 
with the entity of interest would be successful wh e n mak i ng - to make 
predictions concerning the future performance of the entity of interest; 

saving the predictions; and 

providing the predictions to users submitting meta- aueries. the predictions 
provided through a communications interface, 

29. (Currently amended) A computer program product comprising a computer 
readable storage device storing a computer readable program, the computer readable 
program configured to perform' operations when ; executed by ^a data processor, the 
operations comprising: receiving performance queries submitted by users for 
performance prediction information concerning an entity'"of interest ,' S/vhoro i n tho ucoro 
aro cons i d e r i ng transact i ng bus i ness with th e ont i ty of i ntorost ;' collecting query-relevant 
data from the submitted queries; storing the query-relevant data; receiving a meta-query 
seeking enhanced performance prediction information concerning the entity of interest 
from a user; and using at least some of the^query-relevant data to provide enhanced 
performance prediction information concerning the entity of interest to the user through 
a communications interface. ' ' ' : •• -;r vu.«i. jW^-.i • -.sy^cx cunp:w... , , 



s . •. ■■!< , • ;.vr,:.;ii v.-xccutecj oy a data <jt 
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30. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented system for producing 
enhanced performance prediction information, the system comprising: means for 
receiving submitted performance queries, wherein the queries seek data relevant to a 
probability that a transaction with an entity of interest will be successful, wh e r ei n th e 
quor i os arc subm i tted by usors, and whoro i n tho usors aro cons i doring transact i ng 
business w i th tho entity of i ntorost ; means for deriving query-relevant data from the 
submitted queries, where at least part of the query-relevant data is derived from 
information contained in the submitted queries; memory means for storing query- 
relevant data; means for receiving meta queries submitted by users, the meta queries 
seeking enhanced performance prediction information; and data processor means for 
producing enhanced performance prediction information that comprises the query- 
relevant data and for providing the enhanced performance prediction data to users 
submitting queries, the enhanced performance prediction data provided through a 
communications interface. ' u 1 Mj — ,! 

31 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented system comprising: 

a performance prediction service for receiving performance queries seeking 
performance prediction information concerning~an entity of interest, 
wh e r ei n the queries ar e submitt e d by us e rs, dnd wh e r ei n th e us e rs ar e 
cons i dor i ng transacting bus i noss with tho ontity of intorost, and for 
providing performance prediction information in response to the received 
performance queries: and ' jrVx ' ~ tK ' :: ' 
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a communications device for operation with the performance prediction service, 
comprising a communications interface configured to submit for subm i tting 
a meta-query to the performance prediction service and to receive fef 
roco i v i ng enhanced performance prediction information from the 
performance prediction service in response to the metaquery. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record does not render obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art 
at the time of applicant's invention nor anticipate the combination of claimed elements 
including 'a query component for receiving performance queries submitted by users for 
data relevant to the probability that transactions with entities of interest will be 
successful'; 'a data gathering component for deriving query-relevant data from the 
submitted performance queries, where at least part of the query-relevant data is derived 
from information reflected in the performance queries, and for storing the query relevant 
data'; and 'a meta-query component for receiving meta-queries from users, wherein the 
meta-queries seek enhanced performance prediction information; 1 for querying the 
stored query-relevant data to gather the enhanced performance prediction information, 
and for providing the enhanced performance prediction information through a 
communication interface to users submitting the meta-queries' as recited in independent 
claim 1 and similarly recited in independent 'claims 18, ;r 29, 30 : , p 3f;'and 33^' 
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As per claim 13, the prior art of record does not teach the combination of 
elements read in light of the specification including 'saving the predictions; and 
providing the predictions to users submitting later meta-queries, the predictions 
provided through a communications interface' and similarly recited in independent claim 

• 20. 

The remaining claims, 2-12, 14-17, 19, 21-28, and 32, are dependent claims, 
thus these claims are patently distinct over the prior art of record for at least the above 
reasons. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee: Such submissions should be "clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

.. . i , : .rig latsi meta-quorias, thf- preiicth.- .• 

NAME OF CONTACT 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheryl Lewis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 13. The examiner can normally be reached on' 6:3'6^3: f ob: cord for at >Aast ir 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079/' The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300 • ' • ' ! ' •• •^ns shouicl be clearly kifrt-'pfVCohv 



..•)' :nj t| : , .unicatidn or c-ariier commniiic^fions u 



t 
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(571 ) 273-41 1 3 (Use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for 
"INFORMAL" or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal 
paper/amendment be faxed directly to them on occasions.). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/ Technology Center (571) 272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspt6.aov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system/contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 ^ (toll-free j! quest thQl ' a 1 ;; ' 

i • o: (vvoiuvj to intf siauis oi this, applied:-.. • • 

Cheryl Lewis 
Patent Examiner 
March 18, 2007 

... •Mf- ; ; .j,n application may oe obtainea tro,r\ ;• 
• r>« ui •-lit.Hi.i ironi either Hn^cuel-'AiR or Public H-V • 

-.- ■•<,(■ . it.. ■>■•■■« <jysic-m, seenttpi/^ajr-direct.ys..?-- •• 




